
 

 

  

PRESS RELEASE  
 

MATTEL UNVEILS #THANKYOUHEROES PROGRAM FROM BARBIE® 

SUPPORTING FIRST RESPONDERS CHILDREN’S FOUNDATION 
 

 
 

● For every eligible career Barbie doll sold at participating retailers from 5/14-5/17, 
Barbie will donate a doll to First Responders Children’s Foundation  

 
●  New program is part of Company’s broader Play it Forward platform, which 

focuses on leveraging Mattel brands to give back to communities in times of need 

 
 
EL SEGUNDO, Calif., May 13, 2020 — Mattel (NASDAQ: MAT) announced today that Barbie 
will donate a doll for each eligible career doll sold from May 14-May 17 to the First Responders 
Children’s Foundation, benefiting the children of first responders leading the fight against 
COVID-19. The Barbie #ThankYouHeroes program is the second program launching as part of 
Mattel’s broader “Play it Forward” platform, which focuses on leveraging Mattel brands to give 
back to communities in times of need. 
 
With 200 careers and counting, Barbie has always celebrated role models to show girls they can 
be anything. As part of the Barbie buy a doll, donate a doll effort, the brand spotlights everyday 
heroes supporting the community such as medical professionals, food-service workers, 
scientists, firefighters, and more. When an eligible Barbie career doll or playset is purchased 
between May 14-17, the brand will donate a doll to the First Responders Children’s Foundation 
to be gifted to these heroes’ families to inspire play*. 
 
“As Barbie has always highlighted role models to inspire the limitless potential in the next 
generation, we are proud to launch a program celebrating the real-life heroes working on the 
front lines and supporting their families through the First Responders Children’s Foundation,” 
said Lisa McKnight, SVP and Global Head of Barbie and Dolls, Mattel. “We want to do our part 
to give back and inspire today’s kids to take after these heroes one day.” 
 
"First Responders Children's Foundation is excited to deploy Barbie to first responder families 
across the country during a time when their children are in need of a little joy in their lives," said 
Jillian Crane, President of First Responders Children's Foundation. “There's no doubt that first 
responders on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic are sacrificing so much to protect our 
families, and it's our responsibility as a nation to help them through this crisis by providing 
grants, scholarships and partnerships such as our program with Mattel that encourage 
consumers to support these efforts with the buy a doll, donate a doll program that benefits first 
responder families. This partnership also marks the official launch of the Foundation's Happy & 
Healthy Child Program, an initiative that will support the year-round needs of first responders’ 
children." 



 

 
The new Barbie program follows the launch of Fisher-Price®’s #ThankYouHeroes collection, the 
first product line to be introduced as part of the Company’s Play it Forward platform. Additional 
brand programs will be launching in the coming weeks.  
 
For more information about the First Responders Children’s Foundation, visit 1stRCF.org*. For 
additional details and eligible products for promotion, visit Barbie.com/Careers.  
 
About Mattel 
Mattel is a leading global children’s entertainment company that specializes in design and 
production of quality toys and consumer products. We create innovative products and 
experiences that inspire, entertain and develop children through play. We engage consumers 
through our portfolio of iconic franchises, including Barbie®, Hot Wheels®, American Girl®, 
Fisher-Price®, Thomas & Friends™ and MEGA®, as well as other popular brands that we own 
or license in partnership with global entertainment companies. Our offerings include film and 
television content, gaming, music and live events. We operate in 40 locations and sell products 
in more than 150 countries in collaboration with the world’s leading retail and technology 
companies. Since its founding in 1945, Mattel is proud to be a trusted partner in exploring the 
wonder of childhood and empowering kids to reach their full potential. Visit us online at 
www.mattel.com. 
 
About First Responder Children’s Foundation  
For the past 19 years, First Responders Children's Foundation has been providing college 
scholarships to children of first responders who have lost a parent in the line of duty. The 
Foundation also awards grants to families enduring significant financial hardship and supports 
programs operated by law enforcement organizations whose purpose is to benefit children or 
the community in which they live. As COVID-19 continues to infect communities across the 
nation, the need for grants within the first responder community continues to grow, and the 
Foundation has set a fundraising goal of $200 million to meet the projected needs of first 
responders.  In response to the growing need, the Foundation launched the COVID-19 
Emergency Response Fund to help "Give More Grants" to first responders. More information 
can be found at www.1strcf.org. Follow First Responders Children's Foundation on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram @1strcf. 

*Offer is valid at Barbie.mattel.com and at participating retailers or their e-commerce websites 
(Target, Walmart, Amazon, and Kohl’s) in all 50 states of the United States. The retail value of 
the donated doll(s) is $9.99 - $19.99, with a max. donation of up to 30K dolls. For information 
about the charity, visit: 1strcf.org. No portion of the purchase is tax deductible. Offer dates may 
be extended in Mattel’s sole and absolute discretion. For any reason, including in the event of 
force majeure, Mattel reserves the right to suspend or cancel the promotion in its sole 
discretion. For a complete list of eligible products, visit https://barbie.mattel.com/shop/en-
us/ba/career-dolls 
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